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Falcons are capable of flying at speeds over 100 km/h 
and catching prey larger than themselves. The New 
Zealand falcon is one of our most spectacular birds. 
They have a sharp mind and are very agile. They have 
the patience to wait in order to get the most out of 
any opportunity that comes their way. They have 
impeccable timing and know exactly when to strike for 
the greatest benefit to themselves. 

Team Falcon 

The choice of the New Zealand falcon/kārearea as our team name to symbolize all 
our students soaring high in their learning. We, as teachers are here to help our 
students to set high expectations of their own learning, to help them see 
themselves as their own teachers in their lifelong learning journey. 



2017 Learning Spaces

Team Falcon consists of three Year 3/4 learning spaces.

Team Falcon Team Leader: Melody Harries 

Room 9 teacher:  Shirley De Villiers sdevilliers@windyridge.school.nz 

Room 10 teacher: Melody Harries mharries@windyridge.school.nz

Room 11 teachers: Hannah Ross-Thompson hross-thompson@windyridge.school.nz
                              Sue Ogden                         sogden@windyridge.school.nz 



Melody Harries : Team Leader / Room 10 Teacher

I have a teenager daughter who loves sports and goes to Northcote 
College, and a kiwi husband who spends his spare time playing with 
his electronic stuff. I love gardening and I call myself a gardener. 
Teaching is just like gardening in many ways. We need to know our 
students well and have their interests at heart in order to find the 
best way for them to learn and grow

I became the leader of Team Falcon in 2013 and have an amazing team 
of experienced, enthusiastic and caring teachers to help me to 
provide a safe and nurturing environment for your children to grow 
and develop into independent individuals showing respect, 
resilience, kindness and integrity.  

In addition to these roles I have been working with our DP Jenine 
Maxwell in charge of our school writing programme. I am part of 
school enviro team and teach Chinese fan dance. 



Shirley De Villiers:  Room 9 teacher: 

I have two grown-up sons and a Kiwi partner. My youngest son lives with us 

and is studying towards a degree in Creative Technologies at AUT. I have lived 

in New Zealand for twenty years, and taught in several schools within the 

Auckland area. I embrace the diversity of cultures that New Zealand has to 

offer. I enjoy travel, languages, meeting new people, outdoor activities, 

visiting regional parks, walking trails, music and dancing. I am passionate 

about teaching and seeing children develop themselves as learners. I look 

forward to a wonderful year.  



Sue Ogden: Room 11 teacher 
I am married with 2 very tall sons. My eldest son has been married for    

4 years and my youngest son was married in December last year. 

We are a gaming family and share a healthy competitiveness. We 

play cards, board games, Playstation, Xbox and our latest 

competition is Pokemon Go.

I love anything to do with arts and crafts and  I am about to learn 

some more about Harakeke(flax) weaving. I am also the ICT 

co-ordinator for the school.

I have been predominantly teaching years 4/5/6 at Windy Ridge and I 

am excited about having a Year 3/4 class this year. I enjoy learning 

all about my students and in return I share many things about my 

own family with them. I am keen to develop confidence, self 

esteem, and independence in my students this year. All of these 

will help them to begin taking responsibility for their own learning.



Hannah Ross-Thompson: Room 11 teacher 

I have a one year old, a two (nearly 3) year old and a husband 
who keep me very busy. My boys are my life and we all love 
going to the beach, the park, baking, playing music and 
exploring new places and things together.  I also enjoy 
catching up with my friends and extended family. I am 
working with Sue this year, teaching on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Fridays. I have taught for 13 years in both NZ 
and London, from classroom teacher to a deputy principal. I 
love children and learning ways to encourage better learning 
outcomes for our kids. I look forward to meeting you all and 
having a successful year with your children.



                      Curriculum Changes

Moving from Year 2 to Year 3 means that we would
like to see students moving more into achieving a 
level 2 across the curriculum. But... as all students are 

different and are all achieving at different stages 
we 

will take each student where they are at 
and then move them on from there.

We will be introducing integrated units such as 
‘inquiry learning’, where we take many strands of 
the curriculum and weave them into exciting 
learning journeys for our students.



Expectations

   Team Falcon sets high expectations for all of our students.
   
We expect;
↖ Able to articulate what they are learning and what the next learning step 
↖ Able to set learning goals  
↖ Independent learners that are able to take a risk and learn from their mistakes.
↖ Able to try their best by grabbing all opportunities that come their way.
↖ Always showing a positive attitude towards their learning and to each other.
↖ Be willing to collaborate and work as part of a team.
↖ Able to show our Windy Ridge school PB4L values-respect, kindness, resilience 

and integrity. 



In Team Falcon we are learning to be independent learners

• Learning to see themselves as their own teacher
We teach them explicitly to articulate what they are learning and what their next learning steps. We provide 
opportunities to help them to develop positive attitudes to face challenge. 

• Learning to take responsibility for own tote trays and stationery
Please resist all urges to tidy your child’s trays – this is a skill they need to learn for themselves.  If you would like to look 
at your child’s learning in their books please ask them to get their book for you.

• Learning to take responsibility for homework 
Students are expected to do homework half an hour every school day. Students need to learn to bring back and take 
home their homework on the designated day. 

• Learning to take responsibility for school bags and school notices 
Please show your child how to pack their bag and then allow them to do it as they need to be able to do this themselves 
at school.  Please let your child carry their own bags to and from school. 



In Team Falcon we are learning to be independent learners

• Start of the day routines-  In the mornings please allow your child to develop their 
own independence by coming into the classroom without you.  It is important that 
children have a chance to settle and interact with their peers.

• End of day routines - Please meet your child in the meet and greet areas.  Please 
don’t wait outside your child’s classroom as this is a distraction for not only your 
child but others in the room.  

• Healthy Lunchboxes - We really notice the benefits that a healthy lunchbox has on 
your child’s learning and concentration.



Team Falcon     Term:   1      
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:55-9:00 Greet Students, Roll, Admin

9:00 - 10:00 Maths 
PB4L assembly
(every second week)

Maths Maths Maths Strand Maths

10:00-10:40 Reading Reading Reading Reading 9.45 assembly
(every second week) 

10:40 - 11:00 Morning Tea

11:00 - 11:15 Reading Reading Reading Reading Library

11:15 -11:30 Fitness

11:30 - 12:30 Writing Writing/Spelling Writing Writing Writing

12:30 - 1:30 Lunch

1:30 - 1:40 SSR

1:40 - 2:15
The Arts

PB4L Inquiry time Inquiry Team PE

2:15 - 2:50 PE Singing Assembly
(Every second week)

Passion Time: Sports 
and music

2:50 - 3:00 Classroom Tidy, Pack Bags, Notices 



Our Maths Programme 

Our goal is to help our students:

To articulate what they are learning and what their next 
learning step is. 

To provide resources and sufficient teaching to help them 
to achieve their learning goals. 

To become an independent learner.
To take ownership of their learning.   



Modern Learning Practices
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Home Learning

Home learning is a vital component to your child’s learning. School may operate between 8:55am and 
2:55pm but the learning and growing of skills and knowledge continues throughout the whole day. We 
want to help celebrate the ‘other’ learning that your child does. 

Other school learning at home may include Mathletics, reading for pleasure and Spelling, talking to adults, 
sharing experiences, listening to others. This interaction between adults and children is vital for 
developing language, experiences and helps strengthen family ties.

Homework book will be sent home in week 4 , once your teacher has
 found your child’s level.



● Students are expected to do homework half an hour every school day. This will help your 
child learn to work independently and establish good work habits. 

● Homework includes reading, practising maths basic facts, Mathletics online, and memorising 
spelling words.

● Remind your child to return homework books every Friday. Reading regularly is the key to 
helping your child build a strong foundation for further learning. 

● Children will take homework book with a new list of spelling words home on Monday. 
Encourage your child to find the meaning of any unknown words in their weekly spelling list 
and use them in sentences. 

         Please mark your child’s maths basic facts and check their weekly spelling words. 



Communication with Home

Communication between home and school is very important. We inform parents of events and important 
dates through emails home, the windy Ridge school Newsletter and the Windy Ridge school website. 

We encourage any concerns or questions to be given to us through directly contacting your child’s teacher; 
either face to face, phone or email. We will always answer asap.




